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@ Pneumatic tiies. 

@ Pneumatic tires which are designed to reduce 
noise together with retaining good drainage 
perfbnmanoe and good cornering perfomnance. 

The pneuHDatic tire has outside a radi^ car- 
cass (2) comprising at least one ply, a belt (3) 
comprising at least two mbber coated layers 
laminated with cross cord arrangementp at least 
one belt reinforcing layer (4) comprising a rub- 
ber coated lay^ of cords extending substan- 
tially in parallel with ttie circumference of the 
tire, and a tread (5) reinforced by the belt (3) and 
the belt reinforcing layer (4), characterized in 
that the tread (5) has one circumferential wide 
groove (6) extending along the tire circumfer- 
ence and having a sectional area of not less 
ttian 160 mm^, and the circumferential wide 
groove is arranged to be ofliset from tiie tire 
equatorial plane (8) in the widthwise direction 
of the tire by a distance (L) of 1/30 - 1/10 of the 
tire grounding wMth (7). 
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The present invention relates to pneumatic tires, and in particular relates to a pn umatic tire which is de- 
signed to reduc noise while retaining good drainag p rformance and good corn ring perfonnance, by op- 
timizing th ecti nal area and position of a circumf rential wide groov arranged In the tire tread. 

A pneumatic tire generally has a tread pattern provided with circumferential grooves and lateral grooves 
5 in the tread in order to satisfy drainage performance and cornering perfbmiance. In particular, the circumfer- 
ential grooves are effective during running on a wet road surfece because they have a function of draining 
water entering the grounding region (ground contact region) rearward rapidly. 

As a result of the provision of the circumferential grooves, however, noise by air column resonance arises 
which is easily caused by the compressed air, which is compressed in the tube-like space between the cir- 
10 cumferential grooves in the tread and a road surface, flowing suddenly through the drcunnferential grooves 
by intermittent pumping effect 

it is an object of the present invention to provide a pneumatic tire which b designed t ojeduce no ise while 
retaining good drainage perfom^nce and good cornering performance, by optimizing the sectional area and 
the position of a circumferential wide groove arranged in the tire tread. 
15 According to the invention, there is provided a pneumatic tire having successively outside a radial carcass 
comprising at least one ply, a belt comprising at least two rubber coated layers laminated with cross cord ar- 
rangement, at least one t»elt reinforcing layer comprising a rubber coated layer of cords extending substantially 
in parallel with the circumference of the tire, and a tread reinforced by the belt and the belt reinforcing layer, 
characterized in that the tread has one circumferential wide groove extending along the tire circumference and 
20 having a sectional area of not less than 1 60 mm^, and said circumferential wide groove is arranged to be offset 
from the tire equatorial plane in the widthwise direction of the tire by a distance of 1/30 - 1 /1 0 of the tire ground- 
ing width. 

Further, it is preferable that said drcumferential wide groove is arranged to be offeet In the inward direction 
of a vehicle from the tire equatorial plane viewing the tire mounted on a vehicle. 
25 The invention will be further described, by way of example only, with reference to the accompanying draw- 
ings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a widthwise sectional view of one embodiment of a pneumatic tire according to the present in- 
vention; 

Fig. 2 is a schematic view of a grounding print of a tire according to the invention; and 
30 Fig. 3 is a widthwise sectional view of another embodinwnt of a pneumatic tire according to the Invention. 
Fig. 1 shows a widthwise cross section of a typical pneumatic tire according to this invention, in which ref- 
erence numeral 1 indicates the pneumatic tire, 2 a radial carcass thereof, 3 a belt, 4 a belt reinforcing layer, 5 
a tread, 6 a circumferential wide groove, 7 (see Fig. 2) tire grounding width (ground contact width), 8 the tire 
equatorial plane, 9 the inward direction of a vehicle on which the tire is mounted, and 10 the outward direction 
35 of a vehicle. 

Fig. 2 shows the tire grounding width 7 In more detail, wherein regions 11 conesponding to a tire grounding 
area are separated by a region 12 corresponding to the width of the circumferential wide groove 6. 

This pneumatic tire 1 has outside the radial carcass 2 comprising two plies the belt 3 comprising two rubber 
coated layers laminated with cross cord arrangement, that Is with their cord crossing one another, one belt re- 
40 infordng layer 4 having substantially the same width as the belt 3 and comprising a rubber coated layer of or- 
ganic fiber cords extending substantially in parallel with the circumference of the tire, and the tread 5 reinforced 
by the belt 3 and the belt reinforcing layer 4, and the tread is provided with one circumferential wide groove 6 
extending along the tire circumference and having a sectional area of not less than 160 nun^. 

The circumferential wide groove 6 is arranged to be offset from the tire equatorial plane 8 in the widthwise 
45 direction by a distance L of 1/30 - 1/10 of the tire grounding width 7, and is preferably arranged to be offset in 
the inward direction 9 of a vehicle from the tire equatorial plane 8 when the tire is nrnxinted on a vehicle. The 
tire grounding width 7 here Is defined as the grounding width under the grounding condition of the Inflation 
pressure and tire load according to JIS, and a typical grounding print (ground contact print) with this tire ground- 
ing width 7 is shown in Fig. 2. The distance L between the tire equatorial plane 8 and the circumferential wide 
so groove 6 is defined as the distance between the tire equatorial plane 8 and the widthwise center line of the 
circumferential wide groove 6 by measuring in the widthwise directbn of the tire. 

Further it is preferable that the drcunrtferential wide groove 6 has a width W of not less than 22 mm and 
not more than 3/10 of the tire grounding width 7, and a depth d of not less than 7 mm within the sectional area 
f not less than 160 mm^. Wh n th width W of the drcumferential groove is less than 22 nrun and the depth 
55 is not less than 7 mm, biodc rigidity around the groove may not be suff ident, and wh n the width Is more than 
3/10 of th tiregroundingwldth7, steering may feel dull. When the d pthdofth drcumferential wid groove 
6 is less than 7 mm, suff id nt drainag perf rmance may not b obtained. The secti nal shape of th circunrv 
ferentialwid groov canb s leded from rectangular, triangular, round, trapezoidal and soon. Furthemmre, 
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when the circumferential wide groove 6 is formed in a tire having a narrow grounding width 7, th negative 
ratio of the tread becomes too larg and the net grounding area becomes too small, and the corn ring perfor- 
mance is larg ly degraded. In this connection, the s ctional width of the tire Is preferably not I ss than 205 
mm, and more preferably not less than 225 mm. In addition to the drcumlerential wide groove 6, the tread can 

5 be provided with at least one circumferential groove having smaller sectional area (of less than 100 mm^, for 
example 38 mm^} when necessary. 

The carcass 2, the belt 3 and the belt reinforcing layer 4 are of conventional sectional shape as shown in 
Fig. 1 , but the carcass 2, the belt 3 and the belt reinforcing layer 4 can be made concave inward in the radial 
direction of the tire together with the tread 5 (as shown for example in Fig. 3). In particular, this shape Is pre- 

10 ferable when the tire cannot be provided with a sufficiently thick tread rubber where the circumferential wide 
groove is formed. Further, while the drawings do not show lateral grooves or sipes, these can be formed in 
this inventfon when necessary as in conventional tires. 

A circumferential groove anranged In a tread of a pneumatic tire contributes to drainage performance, but 
has the disadvantage that it generates air column resonance sound easily in the grounded drcunnferential 

IS groove and is a source of noise. This aor column resonance sound Is generated mainly by the following. That 
Is, It Is thought that a tube-like space is formed when the circumferential groove comes Into contact with the 
road surfoce and the air in the space is compressed by grounding, and the difference of air pressure between 
the stepplng-in skJe and the stepping-out side of the tire grounding surface occurs in said space, and sudden 
flow of the air in the space caused by this difference of air pressure generates the air column resonance sound. 

20 Accordingly, one way to restrain the air column resonance sound is to restrain the sudden flow of the anr in 
said space outward by preventing the difference of the air pressure in said space from occurring. In this con- 
nectfon, the inventore have studied the manner of arranging the ctrcumferential groove which contributes to 
drainage performance and restraining the air column resonance sound which is the disadvantage of the cir- 
cumferential groove as mentioned above. 

25 Firet, In order to reduce the air column resonance sound, the sectfonal area of the circumferential groove 
was formed to be not less than 160 nrun^, which was consklerably larger than that of a conventional circunv 
ferential groove so that it might be difficult for the difference of air pressure to occur. As a result, the air column 
resonance sound was largely reduced, but there occurred a new problem that sufficient cornering force could 
not be obtained and cornering performance was degraded because the negative ratio was large and the 

30 grounding area of the tire was largely decreased. 

Accordingly, secondly, it was studied whether cornering performance ooirid be enhanced by changing the 
position of the circumferential groove having large sectfonal area. 

As a result, it appeared that when the tire grounding area was divided into an inner tread portfon and an 
outer tread portion viewing the tire mounted on a vehicle by the equatorial plane, the larger the ratio of the 

35 grounding area of the inner tread portion compared with the whole tire grounding area was made, the more 
the cornering performance was enhanced. Accordingly, it was found that It Is preferable for cornering perfor- 
maiKe to arrange the circumferential groove having large sectional area to be offoet to the inner tread portion 
skJe from the equatorial plane viewing the tire mounted on a vehicle and the grounding area of the inner tread 
portion was made as large as possible. 

40 As mentioned above, by optimizing the sectfonal area and the position of the circumferential groove ar- 
ranged In the tread, the cornering performance and drainage performance was enhanced and the noise was 
reduced. However, since the affect of draining water entering the tire grounding region rearward, which is an 
advantage of the circumferential groove, was not sufficient when the position of sakl circumferential groove 
was largely offoet inward of the vehtele, the optimized range of the position of the circumferential groove need- 

45 ed to be defined. 

The pneumatic tire 1 according to this inventfon is provUed in the tread 5 with a circumferential wkle groove 
6 extending around the tire circumference and having a sectfonal area of not less than 160 rm^, and the cir- 
cumferential wide groove 6 Is arranged to be offset from the tire equatorial plane 8 in the widthwise direction 
of the tire by a distance L of 1/30 - 1/10 of the tire grounding width 7, and in particular the circumferential wide 

50 groove 6 is arranged to be offset in the inward directton 9 of a vehfole from the tire equatorial plane 8 viewing 
the tire mounted on the vehicle. As a result, the air column resonance sound can be restrained, the outer tread 
portfon can retain sufficient grounding area, and the groove has a sufficient effect to drain water entering the 
tire grounding region rearward. 

Examples of pn umatic tires according to this invention will bed scribed b low with reference to th draw- 

55 ings. 
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Example 1 

A pn umatic tire used as xampi 1 has a secti nal shape as shown in Fig. 1 and a tire stz of 255/40R17, 
and has outsid a radial carcass 2 comprising two rubt>er coated plies of ray n cords a t)elt 3 comprising two 

5 rubt>er coated layers laminated with cross cord arrangement each of which has a cord angle of 25" with respect 
to the tire equatorial plane, one t>elt reinforcing layer 4 having substantially the same width as the belt 3 and 
comprising a rubber coated layer of nylon cords extending substantially in parallel with the circumference of 
the tire, and the tread 5 reinforced by the belt 3 and the belt reinforcing layer 4, wherein the tread is provided 
with one drcumferential wide groove 6 extending along the tire drcumfeience and having a sectional area of 

10 240 mm^ (width: 30 mm, depth: 8 nrvn, sectional shape: rectangle). The circumferential wide groove 6 is ar- 
ranged to be offset in the inward direction 9 of a vehicle from the equatorial plane 8 by a distance (L - 20 mm) 
of 1/10 of a tire grounding width 7 (200 mm) viewing the tire mounted on the vehicle. 

Example 2 

IS 

A pneumatic tire used as example 2 has substantially the same structure as the example 1 except that 
the sectional area of the circumferential wide ^oove 6 is 160 mm? (width: 20 mm, depth: 8 nun, sectional shape: 
rectangle). 

20 Examples 

A pneumatic tire used as example 3 has a sectional shape as shown in Fig. 3 and a tire size of 225/5QZR16, 
and has outside a radial carcass 2 having an up-down structure of two rubber coated plies of rayon cords a 
belt 3 comprising two rubber coated layers laminated with cross cord arrangement each of which has a cord 

25 angle of 25° with respect to the tire equatorial plane, two belt reinforcing layera 4 each comprising a rubber 
coated layer of nylon cords wound spirally around the circumference of the tire across the whole belt width, 
and the tread 5 reinforced by the belt 3 and the belt reinforcing layers 4. Further this tire is provided with narrow 
layers 13 covering both edges of the belt for assisting high-speed running durability. TTie tread is provided with 
one circumferential wide groove 6 extending along the tire drcunnference and having a sectional area of 900 

30 mm^ (width: 50 mm, depth: 18 mm, sectional shape: semidrcular). The drcumferential wide groove 6 is ar- 
ranged to be offset in the inward direction 9 of a vehide from the equatorial plane 8 by a distance (L = 18.5 
mm) of 1/10 of a tire grounding width 7 (185 mm) viewing the tire mounted on the vehide. 

Example 4 

35 

A pneumatic tire used as example 4 has substantially the same structure as the example 3 except that 
the sectional area of the drcumferential wide ^oove 6 is 200 nvn^ (width: 25 mm, depth: 8 mm, sectional shape: 
semicircular). 

A pneunurtic tire used as comparath^e example 1 has substantially the same structure as the tire of the 
40 example 1 except that a drcumferential groove 6 having a sectionat area of 150 nm^ is arranged on the equa- 
torial plane. 

A pneumatic tire used as comparative example 2 has substantially the same structure as the tire of the 
example 1 except that a circumferential groove 6 having a sectional area of 200 tnn^ is arranged on the equa- 
torial plane. 

45 Tests were nrmde on the above tires with respect to noise and cornering performance. 

The noise test was evaluated by measuring sound pressure level at each running speed of a vehide running 
at varied speeds when a microphone is set at certain distance from a vehide and calculating the sound pressure 
at a speed of 50 km/h from these measured values. This evaluation is based on the tire noise test method ao- 
cording to JASO (Japanese Automobile Standard Organization) C606. 

so The cornering performance test was evaluated by feeling by a skilled test-driver driving a vehide with mark- 
ing out of 10. 

Table 1 shows the test results. In Table 1, values of the noise are indicated by reduced sound pressure 
level on the basis of the sound pressure levd of the comparative example 1 as a contrd. Also the larger is the 
valu of the corn ring p rformance, th t>etter is the performance. 

55 
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Table 1 





Comp. xmpi 1 


Comp. xnr^l2 


ExmpM 


Exmpl2 


Exmpl3 


ExmpU 


Noise (db) 


Control 


-1.5 


-1.7 


-1.5 


-2.8 


-1.6 


Cornering per- 
fonmance 


6 


4 


7 


6 


6 


7 



The test results show that the tires of examples 1-4 have reduced noise and enhanced cornering per- 
formance In comparison with the tires of comparative examples 1 and 2. 

By means of the pneumatic tires 1 of this Invention, in which one circumferential wide groove 6 extending 
along the tire circumference and having a sectional width of not less than 1 60 mnV^ is arranged to be offeet In 
the tire wtdthwise direction from the equatorial plane 8 by the distance of 1/30 - 1/10 of the tire grounding width 
7, and In particular arranged to be offset in the inward directbn 9 of a vehlde from the equatorial plane 8 viewing 
the tire mounted on a vehicle, the tire noise can be reduced because of restraining air column resonance sound. 

Furthermore the cornering performance can be retained because the grounding area of the inner tread 
portion producing large cornering force can be retained. 

Furthermore by arranging the circumferential wide groove, sufficient drainage performance can be ob- 
tained because the effect of draining water entering the tire grounding region rearward Is sufficient 



Claims 

^ 1. A pneumatic tire (1) having successively outside a radial carcass (2) comprising at least one ply, a belt 
(3) comprising at least two rubber coated layers laminated with cross cord arrangement, at least one belt 
reinforcing layer (4) comprising a rubber coated layer of cords extending substantially in parallel with the 
circumference of the tire, and a tread (5) reinforced by the belt (3) and the belt reinforcing layer (4), char- 
acterized In that the tread (5) has one circunnferential wide groove (6) extending along the tire drcunnfer- 

^ enoe and having a sectional area of not less than 160 rntr^, and said circumferential wide groove Is ar- 
ranged to be offset from the tire equatorial plane (8) in the widthwise direction of the tire by a distance 
(L) of 1/30 - 1/10 of the tire grounding width (7). 

2. A pneumatic tire as claimed In daim 1, characterized In that said circumferential wide groove (6) is ar- 
ranged to be offeet in the inward direction (9) of a vehlde from the tire equatorial plane (8) viewing the 

^ tire nwunted on a vehlde. 

3. A pneunnatlc tire as daimed in daim 1 or 2, characterized in that said circumferential wide groove (6) has 
a width (W) of not less than 22 mm and not more than 3/10 of the tire grounding width (7), and a depth 
(d) of not less than 7 mm. 

40 

4. A pneumatic tire as daimed in any of daims 1 to 3, characterized in that the sectional width of the tire is 
not less than 205 mm. 
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